
40
00

+
re

sp
on

de
ns

The Survey of Rural Decision Makers is a resource to help policy makers, regional councils, industry 
groups, and businesses build a better picture, supporting decision making. 

Farm-scale planning and decision-making impacts both the economy and the environment. Understanding complex decision-
making processes and motivations is critical to designing effective policy as well as planning and investment.  

Every two years, Manaaki Whenua – Landcare Research conducts the Survey of Rural Decision Makers (SRDM), which explores 
the who? when? why? how much? and if this, then what? of rural land use. Now in its fifth wave, the SRDM is a trusted source of 
information on hard-to-measure variables that are critically important to New Zealand’s primary industry.  

Data is collected from an established and growing database of respondents. The results provide excellent knowledge about 
capital, labour, and production in New Zealand’s diverse primary sectors. These data facilitate quantitative and qualitative analysis 
to support national, regional, and sectoral policy evaluation and development.   
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The SRDM uses sophisticated survey software and programming that:  

• Collects robust and comprehensive data for multivariate analysis of critical questions 

• Delivers a logical and polished survey interface 

• Is responsive, ensuring questions are relevant to the respondent

Who uses SRDM?
Farmers foresters, and growers: Survey respondents can view results on the 
Manaaki Whenua website, an invitation that is taken up enthusiastically

Policy makers: Deeper analysis of the survey data using sophisticated 
analytical techniques enables policy makers to explore impacts of policy on 
and uptake of practices across time, space, and sector

Industry: The survey is a trusted source of information on hard-to-measure 
variables of critically importantance to primary industry

Researchers: The survey informs social, economic, and biophysical models 
used both by New Zealand Crown Research Institutes and universities 
worldwide.

More information at www.landcareresearch.co.nz/srdm

Get involved 
Contact Christine Harper: 
ph 0275 475 757 or 
harperc@landcareresearch.co.nz 

Services 
The SRDM data is designed to work for you. Bespoke data analysis is straightforward and 
less costly than undertaking a survey of this scale.  

Ways to further bring the survey to your work include: 

• Information: Descriptive statistical data/graphs show a range of different characteristics 
within a region or industry or across an activity.  

• Analysis: Examination of the survey data to explore a specific topic or range of topics, 
calling on statistical and econometric analysis to answer more complex questions. 

• Supplementary survey: Explore a specific topic in greater depth with a short, targeted 
survey using the same technologies and survey database. Results of the main survey can 
be analysed and reported alongside supplementary data gathered.

The opportunity
Using a collaborative approach to survey design with dozens of scientists, representatives 
from government, and industry, the questionnaire evolves to reflect known and emerging 
issues across time, demographics, and sector.  

Opportunities for industry partners include: 

 • Adding a related topic or series of questions to gain insights across multiple parameters 

• Targeting specific regions or sectors with topics or questions 

• Adding additional value to the options above by working with us to reach your target 
audience 

Manaaki Whenua is a trusted, neutral party with an established track record of conducting 
and analysing surveys to support the rural sector. 
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