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Meet the Weed

ÅChilean flame creeper 

Tropaeolum speciosum

ÅNative to Chile

ÅProblem mainly in 

Otago & Southland

ÅAlso in Canterbury & 

Ƌ"Ɩ"ʞ"Ⱥɬ



Meet the Agent

ÅChilean flame creeper 

leaf beetle Blaptea
elguetai

ÅSerendipitous discovery 

in 2019





Family absent from NZ (2 spp. Asia and Australia)

> 90 Tropaeolum spp. across Central and South America (3 weed spp. in NZ)

Family absent from NZ (1 sp. Australia)

1 sp. present in NZ Moringa oleifera occasional report (13 spp. Africa and 
India)
1 sp. present in NZ Carica pubescens = papaya (35 spp. Africa, Central and 
South America)
Family absent from NZ (1 sp. Mexico)

2 exotic spp. present in NZ: Limnanthes douglasii, L. alba (8 spp. North 
America) 

Family absent from NZ (2 spp. Central/North America and Bolivia) 

Family absent from NZ (2 spp. tropical America, North Australia and New 
Guinea)
Family absent from NZ (11 spp. Africa and Asia)

Family absent from NZ (1 spp. Africa)

4 exotic spp. naturalised in NZ: Reseda alba, R. lutea, R. luteola, R. 
odorata (107 spp. Central/North America, Africa, Europe and Asia)

Family absent from NZ (20 spp. Australia)

Family absent from NZ (2 spp. Central and South America)

Family absent from NZ (around 700 spp. tropical climate worldwide)

3 exotic spp. in NZ: Cleome viscosa, C. rutidosperma, C. hassleriana (300 
spp. tropical and warm temperate)

77 native spp. and 79 exotic spp. (3501 species worldwide)



Test results  ̙Tropaeolum  

ÅAll species of Tropaeolum support beetle development  ̙

some better than others

ÅWinter climbers equally suitable hosts, but 

unsynchronised with the beetle  ̙enough to keep them 

safe?

ÅPotential biocontrol for other naturalised Tropaeolum 

species?
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ÅChilean flame creeper produces chemical 

defence?





Test results  ̙other species

ÅTrace nibbling (<1%) 

R͚eseda odorata

R͚orippa palustris 

N͚one support development

ÅOne adult completed development 

M͚oringa oleifera

L͚ikelihood of being field host <4%


