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A certificate that represents 
a measured and evidence-

based unit of positive 
biodiversity outcome that is 
durable and additional to 

what would have otherwise 
occurred 

www.biodiversitycreditalliance.org. 

http://www.biodiversitycreditalliance.org/


Biodiversity markets 
have received lot of 
attention recently



Why all 
the attention?



Promises 
but also perils



Problem 1: 
Markets 

predicated on 
damage and loss 

are risky for 
biodiversity
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Problem 2: 
Voluntary 

biodiversity 
markets may not 
attract substantial 
private investment 



Problem 3: 
Integrity principles 

for voluntary 
biodiversity 

markets will be 
difficult to meet 
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Unintended and 

perverse 
outcomes are 

likely 
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Problem 5:
Adequate 

biodiversity 
currencies are 

neither simple nor 
easily measurable 



Problem 6: 
Durable voluntary 

biodiversity 
markets will be 

costly 



Problem 7: 
New Zealand lacks 

appropriate 
underpinning 

biodiversity data 
and information 



Problem 8: 
Capacity and 
capability for 

designing and 
implementing a 

voluntary 
biodiversity 

market in New 
Zealand are poor 



Policy Brief #32  
available online

www.landcareresearch.co.nz/publications/policy-briefing-and-guidance-papers/



Thanks!

Susan Walker: WalkerS@landcareresearch.co.nz
Marie Doole: marie@matakienvironmental.co.nz
Robyn Simcock: SimcockR@landcarereserch.co.nz
Suzie Greenhalgh: GreenhalghS@landcareresearch.co.nz

www.landcareresearch.co.nz/publications/policy-briefing-and-guidance-papers/
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