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Te Ao Māori
Relational environmental approach

1. Priority given to outcomes of 
mutual benefit to kin groups and 
ecosystems

2. Extracting resources okay if it 
builds intergenerational benefits

3. Conceptualises ecology as social 
relations, not separate from 
people

4. Behaviour regulated by concepts 
of mana (power, authority), tapu 
(sacredness) and mauri (lifeforce)

5. Core principles: kaitiakitanga 
(sustainable management), 
whakapapa (connectedness) and 
manaakitanga (reciprocity)

New environmental paradigm 
Nature as a limited resource

1. Protecting the environment 
more important than resource 
use

2. Nature seen as a delicately 
balanced limited resource

3. Non-materialism favours 
participatory structures & safety

4. Trusts democracy rather than 
experts

5. Humans should live in harmony 
with nature

6. Science and technology are 
limited (and value-laden)

Dominant social paradigm 
Bountiful world for resource extraction

1. Economic growth and 
progress are paramount

2. Abundance of resources, 
resources are to be exploited

3. Limited government 
interference

4. Support private property 
rights and ‘business as usual’

5. Faith in science and 
technology (view that science 
is value free)







Noho tahanga a Papatūānuku, kia whakakorowai i a ia
Our Earth-Mother lays bare, let us cloak her in a rich tapestry 

of biological diversity to restore her energy and vibrancy
Keita Ngata
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Implementation

• Partnership
• Procurement
• Priorities 
• People-centric
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