
Activating water sensitive  
urban design for New Zealand 

 

WELCOME TO THE 
CHRISTCHURCH WORKSHOP! 

Building better homes towns and cities science challenge  
 



About us ... the research team 





About you … the WSUD community 

• your name 

• your role and organisation 

• how involved have you been in WSUD over the last few years?  

• scale of 1-5 

• 1 = hardly at all 

• 5 = extensively  

• your burning WSUD issue: 20 words 



Your photos: the good, the bad, the ugly 



Programme 

• why has this research been funded? Overview 

• why have this workshop? Purpose  

• what did you tell us? Survey 

• walking tour  

• debrief 

• implementing WSUD – where do we stand? 

• working groups: what are the barriers to becoming a water sensitive city? 

• wrap up: what we’ve done today 

• where to from here? 

• close at 3pm 

morning tea 

lunch 



 

• WSUD’s value proposition 

• New Zealand is the right place 

• Now is the right time 

 

Why has this research been funded? 



WHAT are we planning to do? 
 

NZ WSUD 
value case 

Better WSUD 
implementation 

EAG 

Discovery 
Phase 

Research 
Response 

Capacity 
Building 

Action 
Research 

Plan 



HOW will this research make a difference? 

• active, capable, engaged NZ community of practice 

• knowledge to address barriers 

• longer term strategic research plan 

• helping the National Science Challenge to achieve  
its objectives 

 

 



? 

Where have we come from? Where are we going? 

A design approach ... 



What did you tell us? Survey results 

As at 7 December 2017  
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What barriers to WSUD do you find in your 
work? 
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What barriers have you most recently 
experienced in a WSUD project? 
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What 'activating factors' were effective in 
your most recent WSUD experience or 

project? 



• I consider the ability for local government, consultants, planners and 
constructors to become market leaders in WSUD/WSC is paramount 
to changing relationships with water through design. 

 

• If there was a requirement to do WSUD there would be guidance, 
specifications, training and funding to make WSUD happen and work.  

 

• Missing incentives. A targeted rate on impervious areas would start a 
thinking process how much impervious is really required and how this 
can be offset on site by using WSD. 

What did you tell us? Survey results 





Implementing WSUD – where do we stand? 











What are the barriers to becoming a WSC? 





What’s an Advocating WSUD Narrative? Example 

• water and land environments are healthy, protected and enhanced 

• water is valued, used efficiently and resources are reused 

• green-blue areas support beautiful urban spaces and healthy, safe, resilient communities 

• New Zealand’s urban character reflects its unique landscape and water environments 

• multi-functional water systems are well-maintained and resilient 

• all communities have equitable, affordable access to water system services for their health and wellbeing 

• communities are engaged and empowered to participate in water decision-making 

• water professionals work across institutional and sectoral boundaries collaboratively, transparently and 
innovatively 

• infrastructure planning & development are coordinated & integrated to deliver multiple benefits 

• people express kaitiakitanga: they understand, cherish and protect their local water environments 

Adapted from Australian work on WSUD vision/goals 
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Working groups: benchmarks and barriers 

Overview 

 

• 3 activities with separate instructions ahead of each one  

 
BENCHMARKS 

Activity 1: Benchmarking our WSUD stage: 

• your city or part of it against the urban water transitions framework  

• NZ in terms of phase of change in the transition dynamics framework  

Activity 2: Ideas for Advocating Narratives:  

BARRIERS 

Activity 3: Brainstorming barriers to WSUD 

 

• open discussion to wrap up 



Activities 1 and 2: Benchmarking 
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Activating Water Sensitive Urban Design  
in New Zealand 

 
 

BENCHMARKING AND BARRIERS GROUP ACTIVITY 
 
ACTIVITY 1 – BENCHMARKING: 
 
Circle the city which you believe represents ‘your’ New Zealand city.  You may want to 
divide your city into ‘green field’ and ‘brown field’ or ‘new’ and ‘old’ parts of your city 
(please label!) 
 

 
 
City: 
 
Comments: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 Handout pages 1-3  



Activities 1 and 2: Benchmarking 

In your groups: 

• appoint a spokesperson – maybe a different one 

• take 15 minutes to prepare a 2-minute presentation: 
 

For Activity 1 (handout pages 1 and 2), tell us what stage of WSUD your group thinks: 

• your city or part of it is in, against the urban water transitions framework  

• NZ overall is in, in terms of phase of change in the transition dynamics framework  

For Activity 2 (handout page 3), tell us what your group thinks about:  

• - what would your Advocating Narrative for WSUD look like? 



Activity 3: Barriers – what’s stopping us from 
getting to a water sensitive city? 

Handout pages 4-5 



In your groups: 

• appoint another spokesperson 

• take 10 minutes to prepare a 2-minute presentation on what’s stopping 
us from getting to the water sensitive city 

• if you wish, you can: 
• score the severity of each barrier 

• score how easy it may be to address it 

 

Activity 3: Barriers 



Open discussion  



Wrapping up 



What did you tell us? Survey results 

As at 7 December 2017  
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What barriers to WSUD do you find in your 
work? 
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What barriers have you most recently 
experienced in a WSUD project? 
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What 'activating factors' were effective in 
your most recent WSUD experience or 

project? 



Where to from here? 

• notes and handouts from workshop 
• emailed out to you  

• put on website www.landcareresearch.co.nz/wsud 

• website and email information 
• survey results 

• information on WSUD resources 

• next year’s research  

• report-back workshops in 2018 

 

http://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/wsud


Staying in touch and doing better 
FeedItForward Sheet  

“ You want WSUD with that?”  

A workshop on Activating Water Sensitive Urban Design for New Zealand  

 

Auckland	30	November	2017																Chris	Batstone,	Sue	Ira,	Jonathan	Moores,	Robyn	Simcock	

1.  Please score the following statements from 1 (very low) to 5 (very high) (Please circle): 

I	found	this	workshop	relevant	to	my	work		

1	
2	

3	
4	

5	

I	found	the	workshop	clear	and	easy	to	follow	

1	
2	

3	
4	

5	

I	found	the	workshop	interactive	and	engaging	
1	

2	
3	

4	
5	

 

2.  The top three things you gained from today were: 

      (i) 
      (ii) 

      (iii)  

3.  Overall, how valuable was today for you? (Please circle one): 

Not at 
all   

 
 

Fairly 
 

 
 

 
Extremely 

1 
2 

3 
4 

5 
6 

7 
8 

9 
10 

 

4.  Your “burning issue” for today, or your most serious barrier to activating WSUD, is: 

	
	

5.  Your solution to this issue … is / requires / other …: 

	
	

	
6.  Our key value proposition is that relative to prevailing forms of urban development, 

WSUD performs more strongly under a comprehensive assessment of its many 

wider benefits. How strongly do you disagree or agree with that? (Please circle one): 

Strongly disagree  
 

 
 

Neutral or Mixed  
 

 
 

Strongly agree 

1 
2 

3 
4 

5 
6 

7 
8 

9 
10 

 

7.  How would you make this workshop better? 

 
 

8.  In all this, what have missed? 

 
 

 
 

9.  What next steps would you like the research team to take?  

 
 

 
If you want to receive notes from this meeting and information about events and our research, please put 

your name and email address below:  

Name:       ________________________________________________________________ 

Email:       ________________________________________________________________ 

 

Thank you! We will use your comments to make sure our research meets your needs! 



THANK YOU! 

www.landcareresearch.co.nz/wsud 

WSUD@landcareresearch.co.nz 

http://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/wsud
mailto:WSUD@landcareresearch.co.nz

