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About the survey
This is an on-line survey of beekeepers that aims to 
quan  fy winter colony losses. The survey was conducted 
in 2015 and 2016. The ques  onnaire is based on the 
interna  onal COLOSS survey and has been adapted to 
include topics of specifi c interest to NZ beekeepers. 
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In a nutshell...

• Es  mated colony losses for winter 2017 were 9.8%. 
This fi gure is sta  s  cally indis  nguishable from 
2015 and 2016 es  mates. Recent evidence from 
Europe suggests that colony loss rates may change 
signifi cantly over  me.

• Es  mated losses were substan  ally higher in 
the Middle South Island and Lower South Island 
in 2017 than in 2016. Es  mated losses fell 
substan  ally in the Lower North Island.

• Average loss rates are signifi cantly higher for non-
commercial beekeepers than for semi-commercial 
and commercial beekeepers; however, there is 
wide varia  on in individual loss rates. 

• Leading causes of colony losses include queen 
problems, suspected varroa and related 
complica  ons, suspected starva  on, and wasps. 
Losses to natural disasters, robbing by other 
bees, American Foulbrood, suspected diseases, 
accidents, the  /vandalism, and Argen  ne ants are 
less common but also contribute to colony losses.  

• Non-commercial beekeepers monitor for varroa at 
higher rates than semi-commercial and commercial 
beekeepers; visual inspec  on remains a prominent 
technique across all size classes. 

• Hive numbers and compe   on for apiary sites 
con  nue to grow. Nearly 1/3 of beekeepers with 
more than 250 colonies reported apiary sites being 
lost or compromised due to overcrowding.

  View full survey results at: View full report at:
  www.landcareresearch.co.nz/bee-health www.mpi.govt.nz/document-vault/16711
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