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Brief notes 

 Positive news from DOC, with the Arawai Kakariki wetland restoration programme approved 
to continue until at least 2017. The AK programme is a partner in a number of MBIE research 
projects. 

 Wetlands are being further considered in the national water reforms. MfE/DOC 
commissioned a workshop of wetland specialists to provide a National Objective Framework 
(NOF) for wetlands, which aligns with similar work on rivers, lakes, groundwater and 
estuaries. Hugh Robertson coordinated the workshop which often relied on data and research 
conducted under the MBIE programme. Participants included: Bev Clarkson, Chris Tanner, 
Philippe Gerbeaux (DOC), Anne-Gaelle Ausseil (LCR), Alastair Suren (EBOP), Paula 
Warren (MfE/DOC) and Chris Arbuckle (MPI). Expect results from this national limit setting 
work soon. 

 Chris Tanner (NIWA) and others are making headway with their wetland fertiliser experiment 
in wetlands above Lake Clearwater (650m altitude, inland Canterbury) in association with 
DOC. The experiment is examining the resilience of inter-montane wetlands to elevated N 
and P levels. Fertiliser is currently being added at seasonal intervals to small plots of three 
vegetation types. Hydrological equipment will also be installed to account for the variation in 
water levels. 

 Our grey willow control studies in Whangamarino in collaboration with DOC are progressing 
well. Helicopter spraying with glyphosate was undertaken in Feb 2012, with associated pre- 
and post-spray monitoring of vegetation, and aquatic and terrestrial invertebrates in sprayed 
and unsprayed plots. The next lot of monitoring is due in February-March 2013. 

 Check out Daniel Collins’ (NIWA) blog posts on wetlands for World Wetlands Day (2 
February) featuring some of our research and outreach http://sciblogs.co.nz/waiology/  
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