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Welcome to the first issue of ‘Click, wheeze & chuckle™.
This newsletter describes a study started by Landcare
Research in Hamilton to learn more about the abundance,
distribution, movements and diet of tui in the central Waikato.
This project should result in planting and pest management
strategies that increase the presence of tui in Hamilton city
and in the surrounding countryside.

Thank you for your marvellous response to our call for tui sightings and
diet! These records have greatly sharpened the questions we can now ask
about Waikato tui, and provide a strong basis for the next phase of research.

We have collated your records of the seasonal distribution of tui (see maps
overleaf) and of the types of food they eat throughout the year (see graphs).

SO FAR..

o In the breeding season from November to February, tui occur only in
or near (within ca 1 km) native forest areas (see maps overleaf)

o Tui appear in rural-urban areas in the Waikato from about May onwards,
after nesting finishes and probably after their post-breeding feather moult

o Tui feed readily on a big range of introduced plants in parks and gardens
in the winter and spring (see graphs), perhaps because nectar and
fruit is in short supply in native forests at these times.

This information matches what has been learned about tui in other studies.
Research in Auckland in the 1980s by Carol Bergquist showed that tui nested
only in native forests larger than 1 ha, and parents then travelled with their
young on winter journeys around traditional food sources, up to 30 km away.
Breeding success is apparently poor in the Waikato, since nearly all tui
sightings here are of one or two birds only. Predator control back in native
forests where urban tui come from may be needed to increase their numbers.
But where do tui in Hamilton and Cambridge come from?

* “The song consists of rich, fluid, melodious notes intermixed with croaks, coughs, clicks, grunts, wheezes
and chuckles” (Heather & Robertson 1996).



TUI RECORDS - BREEDING SEASON (NOV-FEB)




TUI DIET IN THE WAIKATO - INTRODUCED PLANTS
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TUI DIET IN THE WAIKATO - NATIVE PLANTS
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